N * 8 = * 
4 
4 : . N For 4 
5 "6 . 


o& 


4 

4 : 
* 7 þ . > „* * * 

„ * 1 . / 2 * _ * ; ; | 

: p 3 : = % 7 4 

On Ye ER ROY . | , 7 Ke 


— On x 6 
4 5 5 . F . » & } 
4 wh", | „ N n * 5 39 - * al 
[ * 12 a LET 45 * vx W * ba a = * * + __ * 4 2 | . : : 7 ; . 
" — — ————— —— AH 
—— 


r 


nens ENT 20 ; 8 


' Rel? a 21 | FIN WY 


tem 


e 


: 
' 


hn 
Null 
Pt K 


U 


= == = 
= — = 
= 


Kee; 
M. 


t . 


ett 


= 2 „ i 
R 4 Ton 
0 en een . 


| 


revel 


LOO 


Bub. 9922 


7 


| 10 2 


- 
> 4 W Y 
| 14) 
. F 
y » £ / It 0 


1 
N 


141610! 


Me ent 


wy 


iti 


(om 


L We! 


wa, 


. 


7 3 


N * 8 = * 
4 
4 : . N For 4 
5 "6 . 


o& 


4 

4 : 
* 7 þ . > „* * * 

„ * 1 . / 2 * _ * ; ; | 

: p 3 : = % 7 4 

On Ye ER ROY . | , 7 Ke 


— On x 6 
4 5 5 . F . » & } 
4 wh", | „ N n * 5 39 - * al 
[ * 12 a LET 45 * vx W * ba a = * * + __ * 4 2 | . : : 7 ; . 
" — — ————— —— AH 
—— 


r 


nens ENT 20 ; 8 


' Rel? a 21 | FIN WY 


tem 


e 


: 
' 


hn 
Null 
Pt K 


U 


= == = 
= — = 
= 


Kee; 
M. 


t . 


ett 


= 2 „ i 
R 4 Ton 
0 en een . 


| 


revel 


LOO 


Bub. 9922 


7 


| 10 2 


- 
> 4 W Y 
| 14) 
. F 
y » £ / It 0 


1 
N 


141610! 


Me ent 


wy 


iti 


(om 


L We! 


wa, 


. 


7 3 


95 NY 285 8 0 1 


ron 2 2 


YOUN 0 LAD Le, 
ON HER 
| ENTRAN CE into the WORLD: 3 
ADDRESSED ro 


8 FAVOURITE NIECE, 


A NEW EDITION, 


* ö 


5 * 
5 . 

2 
3 
* 
| 


LON " 0 N: 
PRINTED F OR WILLIAM LANE, 
AT THE 5 


" LEADENHALL<-STREET«» 
My DCC, XCIV, 


— f „ 
— — — N £ 
. a 6 5 
— « — — es een ene eentagng: - - — — . — = — „%% —_wag——. a 
* 
« - * 
2 
x 
>. 
* 
* 
* 
* 8 
' * 
* 
45 
Fl 2 
ww 
: f 
ws; . 
hs ** 
| * 
* 1 1 
4 * 1 4 gs 
p AR : $ 4 
| 4 9 * 
. 1 " " i \ 
JT AHA Yao? < 
N £ 26h: vn 9 : == , ; 
s #4 * 4. 8 — ; 3 
— 6 
1 WK * 7 
þ = 4 
n 8 
v * 
|; * v, : 
"7 . 5 
, . i 
* 
Mo | 
CER F 2 k : 
* 
* . 
7 
. 
* 
' 
E — 
| * 
* 
* 
x 1 0 
1 
hand * 
g | 5 
. N 
— 83 — 2 Pp nr es AE 4s 4m "COL BA 
99 „ N _ r 1 


= WASTE An Fail TAS: 
: 


* 


0 — 3 — — 
* 


iss * 4 , 


4 CCEPT from one, 8 who entertains 
for you the moſt ſincere and tender re- 
gard, a few ſheets, the work of little 
labour, and leſs leiſure: I ſay little la- 
bour, for all the welfare I wiſh you fotos 2 
n from my pen, and, though 
A2 fill 


DEDICATION... 


TO THE HONOURABLE 


MY DEAR CHARLOTTE, 90 


re” — — bis — 
PT 
1 - N - ——_ 2 
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vw | DEDICATION. 


fill Ie 1 the hours of eaſe and quiet I 


enjoy, from my fituation in life, yet I 
cannot employ them better than in dedi- 
cating them io your inſtruction aud im- 


Proveme nt. 


— 


T will imagine you, on the commence- 


ment of this my preſent work, arrived at 


the age of ſixteen; an age, when moſt 
young Ladies have gone through the va- 


rious branches of their education, and 
re making their entrance on that great 
theatre, the world, which, though often 
8 dangerous, i is, nevertheleſs Jemetimer 4 


Till 


# . 
1 . 
* 
? — — 75.” —ͤ— <> —— AO ro A —̃ — — — —— — — — 
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» 
? 


DE DICAT ION. * 

Tillyou are arrivedat that period, Te- 
er it to the public, and if any of the ring 
generation profit by it, I am amply repaid. 


Blaſi with ſuch parents as you now are, all 


admonition from another may be ſet aſide. 


Nu havea mother, who makes her duty 


her deligbt; who, though deſcended from 
the moſt ancient nobility, thinks it not be- 
neath her to unite with every elegant 
accompliſhmen t, the amiable and endear- 


ing duties of a virtuous wife and mother, 


- Without the aid of hypocriſy, or the 


miſtaken zeal of fanaticiſm your father 


has the true piety of a Chr. ian, and the 
fun charity of a man : Though he 
23 ꝛbiſbes 


* 


* 


1 - DEDICATION: 


wiſhes to ſee virtue abound, yet "ON con 7— 
ders himſelf not as a. ſcourge ſent from 
the hands of that Providence, to whom 
« vengeance alone belongeth, be there- 


fore ſees, with aweye 7 pity, the failings 
7 all. 


K 
. . 


"x 
WY. 
RD . 


-» 


My inſtructions then may appear un- 


* e e. 5 
- 222 PN: * 
e 

— 


 meceſſary: But why Jos ? Heaven, i in its 
ö inſcrutable ways, may deprive you of one, . 
perhaps both, your warthy parents; and 
the ſpur of admonition, from a faithful | 
friend, may ſtimulate you to thoſe actions, 
which may draw you near to that late 
of perfection, which, though we can never 


= entirely attain in this li ife, we may ſo fit 
ourſelves 


Ea 


* 


— — 
N 


W VI 


") | 

' gurſelves fars as to have a foretaft of that 
happineſs here, which will be the lot f 
all the good hereafter. 


Here then, my dear Charlotte, my ad- 
vice, for it is fincere from the love I bear 
5 | you; from the ſiſterly affettion 7 feel for © 
| | pour dear father, I wiſh to behold his F. 4 
ſpring the pattern of v1 irtue and elegance, 
the ornament of her ſex. The qual: ifica« 5 
tions of the heart, though education 


mee 


5 7 cannot give them, yet education will re- 
4 fine and amend; neither are aue able, at 
if the early period of life, when we ſtudy 
thoſe advantages fo to govern theſe ſallies | 


Kh lr c 8 


—— tibe. 
N 
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of our temper, as by the time-gained re- 
Nectlon f a few years. | | J 
565 | : + 

I will, therefore, imagine you poſſeſſed Sy 

of all thoſe external accompliſhments, | 
wh your birth and connexions will 
entitle you to, and begin with thoſe men- | 
tal qualifitgtions, which can alone render 
you amiable; and that you may be truly 


fo, is the myſt fervent wiſh of, 


My dear niece, 1 | 
Your moſt ſincere, N 


And maſt aſfectionate 
Friend. 


3 
7 


FEMALE EDUCATION, 


| pillars of female erudition, can 1 dorbet- 
ter than dedicate this little plan, intended 


dear child? yet, from the perſuaſions of 


3 
3 
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5 U P E RIO R 98 


OF THE VARIOUS | | 


SEMINARIES 


FOR 


To you, who muſt be looked upon as the 


at firſt for the private inſtruction of one 


Friends, 


* * 


n 


friends, have made it public, being fo in- 
duced, the riſing generation, under your 


benefit from it; if ever ſo trifling, I. Pall 
think my labours crowned with ſucceſs. 


Under your immediate eye, this little 
work may be brought into actual life in 
fome of the young plants committed to your 
faſtering care. Ye, who watch the ten- 
der ſhoot, and the juſt opening bud, may 
fee, by degrees, the beauteous flower near- 
ly attaining perfection, when ye reſtore it 
to the hands of a tender mother, with con- 
ſerous joy, that it is you who have reared 


1 


it to perfection. 


directions, may, perhaps, find ſome little 


G 


*. 


5 a mother, bleft with ſuch a daughter, as 
formed by nature, and poliſhed by you ® 


and practice of all uſeful acquiſitions. 


with propriety, and purſue thoſe accome 


R ETA e. xi 


Can any one feel more gratitude than 


for it is you, who, by public education, in- 
ſpire that emulation, which a private 
tuition never can give The natural 
languor of the very beſt underſtandings * 
want a ſpur to ſtimulate to the purſuit 


The neceſſary love of order you inculcate,, }| 


ſerves to render them ever ready to act 


pliſhments from example and habit. | 


; 


* 


To thoſe who, from your hands, launch 
ints the gay ſcenes of a polite metropolis, 


or © 
v 


* 


M rr c. 
er whoſe lot is caft for the domeſtic ſeenes 
of elegant retirement, [ devote theſe pages; | 0 
and often from the boſs of parents, a re- | 
\ſpefted guardian Places a young Lady un- | 
der your care, to perform the ſacred duties 2 | | f 


| | 
af a mother, and to give the finiſhing þ pen. | 
* to beauty and elegance. . 


Ttruft, that, if ſhe will form her con- | 
dut by the rules preſeribed in this little 
work, ſhe will acquit herſelf in ſuch a 
| manner, as to gain the reſpect and affec- | 
tion of all around her, and receive, that | ö 
beft of all praiſes, the plaudits of an un- py 
| ſhatted mind. 


Theſe 
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Dpeſe genuine effuſions of à pen, un- 
zſed to the arts of flattery, and deſpiſing 


ll fulſome adulation ſo common in prefu- 
fary letters, are ſubmitted to the candideye 
of thoſe, who ſs well know how to give fe. 
male worth its higheſt excellence, to open 

; and enla Ze the contracted mind to the nob-. 
_ teſt feelings of liberality, and by well-teme- 
- peredtenderneſs, and proper government, 


relaxing ill-judged ſeverity, and forgiv- 


ing, with maternal feelings, every fault, 
but the vices of falſehood and obſtinacy; 
you gain the next place in their hearts to 


. that of their honoured parents, and thus 


the happineſs you communicate to others 
N B returns 


xiv PREFACE 


- ſelves: | 


* Tv 
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e ee one 
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| return: 201 th ter-fold Mik, on youre 


Under the opinion that this work will 

be of utility, I ſend it into the world; 

and to the approbation of minds formed 

upon its juft principals, it is reſpectfully 
ſubmitted by the 


_ AUTHOR. 
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. GOOD TEMPER 
| ——Uü—ů— 


MY DEAREST NIECE, 


My fincere wiſh to ſee you poſſeſ- 
ſed of every virtue that can make you 
an ornament to your friends and to ſo- 
ciety, encourages me to hope that 
all I may here ſay, will never be 
regarded with petulance or negle&; 
but read with attention, and be con- 
ſidered as meant wholly for your good. | 
B2 My 
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MENTAL IMPROVEMENT. 


n 


My writings were never ſhackled 
with grammatical rules, or the fetters' 
of deep erudition: I have ſuffered my 
ſentiments to flow from my pen, to- 
tally regardleſs of the critic's frown, 
or the ſneer of paltry envy: As ſuch, 
you will find my inſtructions as they 
come uppermoſt in my mind; yet 
there muſt be a ground- work, a lead- 

ing rule, to form the character of an 
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It muſt proceed from a good tem- 
per; a good temper, that is to ſay, a 


rms, is the, foundation of every 
7 5 thing 


** * 
13 
„. 
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amiable and engaging Woman. OY 


good heart, for they are ſynonimous 


thing in woman that is great and good. 


poſſeſſes it, little imagines how very 
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Ever cheriſh that opinion that belieyes | 
well of your neighbour, eſpecially if 

ſhe is flandered, and baniſh far from 
your mind that want of charity, which 
amiable quality, if we do not poſleſs, 
we are taught to believe all our other 


good works are worth nothing. 


Avoid all acrimony: How diſguſ- | 
ting in a female, who ought to be all 
gentleneſs and ſweetneſs. She who 


much ſhe diſguſts. Read the opinion 
of one who knew your ſex well, who 
ſtudied them from his youth—the late 

B 3 Lord 


. * Y 
in 1 
' 


wy 


4 MENTAL IMPROVEMENT: 


Lord Cheſterfield: . He deſcribes an 
[ accompliſhed and virtuous woman: 
| among many amiable qualities which 


NINA * | _ 
* 6 Br $4 hs 
—— .. 


« the fame of her neighbour is toſſed 
from tongue to tongue, if charity 


« and good- nature open not hex 


r TY 
* 


„mouth, the finger of ſilence reſteth 


00 Ts —_—_— — * r 
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ee 
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| « on her lip.“ 
f In the trying hour of adverſity let 


HY —.— 


o e 
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all wrongs be forgot; -and neyer lend 


PPP 


n 
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a twig to kindle a fire, to offer up an 


unhappy victim; if in their day of 


. - Py 
as 4 
2 9 
1 9 
1 &” 4 
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proſperity they have injured you, yet 
| are 


| U he enumerates, he dwells chiefly on 
W this: «„ When ſcandal is buſy, and 


ons precariouſly on, perhaps, the un- 
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are we not all fallible? Who can lay 
his hand on his heart and ſay, I have 


never done amiſs? If then you ſee 


them ſtretched on the bed of ſickneſs, 


or languiſhing in the horrors of con- 
finement, how generaus that forgive- 


neſs and relief that comes from an 


injured perſon. This, my dear Char- 


| lotte, i is that generoſity I wiſh you to 


poſſeſs. This is better than the mil” 
taken liberality of ſquandering milli- 
defervings at leaſt, all cannot be de- 
ſerving objects that implore our. 


afliſtance. Benevolence is 2 virtue 


delongi ng to our ſex, and you always 


ſee 


* 


* 
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6 
ſee the 1 image of charlty in the 1 0 
and form of a woman. 
' | 

Govern well your temper from all 
the ſtormy paſſions, and let it nevex 
become their prey; they will deform 
your whole countenance, and render 
*he pretty face you have received from 
nature diſguſting to behold; while 


the ſinile of complacency, and the 


mild look of benevolence, will light 


up your countenance with a degree 


of animation which will render it truly 


beautiful. I believe, my. dear, the 


caution was almoſt unneceſſary to 
you, to keep your temper unruffled 


by 


1 
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| by paſſion. You appear to ä be bleſt | 


with 2 calm and patient diſpoſition, 

and your worthy mother, by taking 
care not to ſpoil you, early inſtilled 
into you that content under diſappoint- 


| ments, and that gentle forbearance, 


which were likely to let you taſte that 


tranquillity in your own breaſt, which 


the world is not capable of beſtowing z 
but I refle&t, I write not thefe ſheets 
for- you alone; ſome, perhaps, willing 
to have the philoſophy of conquering 
their paſſions, yet in the habit of indulg- 
ing them, from being deprived of pa- 
rents, and left only to the care of ſyco- 


phants, may happen to peruſe this work, 
| W 


% 


F £ MENTAL IMPROVEMENT, 


and, perhaps, Jet not my vanity meet 
with cenſure, nave: cauſe to thank the 


__ 


A livelineſs of temper, when it does 
not degenerate into levity, is the ſure 
ſign of a good heart. You, my dear 
girl, are bleſt with charming ſpirits, and 
I may venture to ſay, they are with you 
the reſult of health, and unſullied inno- 
cence: May they never be depreſt, ex- 
cept from thoſe generous feelings of 
the ſoul which grieve to behold thoſe 

wounds they cannot adminiſter the balm 
Snort into: But when the ſcene is 


all gaiety and brightneſs around you, 


enjoy 


8 - v 
* 
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| enjoy it. Why ſhould youth be ſeri- 
dus: The time will come, you muſt be 


\ -_ ſoz it will be boch proper and becom- 
ing.—When I ſee a young perſon ſe- 


| rious without cauſe, I immediately ſet 


© her down, in my opinion, as either pon- 
: dering - ſomething unamiable—not to 
ſay bad—or ſomething ſhe has commits - 
ted which ſhe is afraid ſhould be diſco- 
vered. Should a young perſon then be 
without thought, or refleQtion! Surely 
no: But let her chuſe the moments of 
retirement for it; not in the ſcene of 
company and gaiety let her ſet gravely 
abſorbed in contemplation; or when ſhe 


docs ſpeak, uttering ſerious ſentences; 
4 | 
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„ 
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but endeavouring to amuſe with the 


cheerfulneſs of innocence, or liſtening 


to others with "I ſmiling attention: 


Vet, while 1 caution you againſt this 


gloomy gravity above-mentioned, be 

very careful not to ruſh into the con- 
trary extreme of levity, {till more dan- 
gerous than the former; it betrays a 
young woman into every ſpecies of fal- 


| ly, and ſeldom does ſhe, who poſſeſſes its 


keep clear from vice; As levity i 
moſtly accompanied by wit, her own. 


ſex avoid and ſhun her, while the other 


mark her for their prey; nor has ſhe 
any reſources in her own mind; ever 


on the rack to find out new ſcenes af 


2 __ amuſementy 


MENTAL IMPROVEMENT. 11 
amuſement, or ſubjects of ridicule, 


ſhe flies to ſcenes of diſſipation, and be- 
comes an object of diſguſt to all. 


Far be it from me, while I; am cauti- 
oning you againſt; any ſpecies of uncha- 
ritableneſs, to fay that women, poſſeſſed 
of le vity, are without virtue. Many 
have been the inſtances to the contrary, 
yet, certain it is, ſew have poſſeſſed this 
dangerous quality, that have not loſt 
their reputation. A man, embarraſſed 
in his circumſtances, hires a large 
houſe, he inſures the goods to a great 
amount, his houſe is burnt, and he is 
ſuſpected of being the incendiary, al- 


though, perhaps, as innocent as our- 


3 —-—ͤ 
—— — dre 0 
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I2 MENTAL IMPROVEMENT, ; 
ſelves. Thus the guiltleſs votaries of 
Tevity enſure their reputation from the 


conſciouſneſs! of their own innocence 


but the ill-natured world will not pay . 
the debt, dut often brand them with 
the worſt of appellations. 


You will read, my dear child, when 
peruſing hiſtory, the ſufferings of the 
unfortunate Mary Stuart, the beautiful 
queen of Scotland; yet all her faults 
were a temper much too eaſy, and an 


unfortunate levity, which. her natural 


ſincerity could not teach her to diſguiſe; 

yet, though a queen, once almoſt idoli- - 

zed and careſſed by all, ſhe did not 
eſcape 


MENTAL IMPROVEMENT. 13 


eſcape the charges of murder and adul. 
tery | Nor did even her innocence fave 


her from a premature death, Tremble 
at, and beware of, the confequences of 


imprudence. The implacable MALICE 
of her enemies reminds me of caution- 
ing you againſt inheriting one ſpark of 
that vice, the yery worſt that can take 
poſſeſſion of a female breaſt; caſt it from 
you as a ſcorpion; let it never ap- 
proach you. If any one has done you 
a material injury, and you find paſſion 
riſing to his prejudice, and begin to ut- 
ter—I wiſh——Oh! let the malevo- 
lent wiſh remain unfiniſhed, and rather 
fay,— Father, forgive.“ Thus did 

C 2 1 


, MENTAL IMPROVEMENT. 


the bleſſed F ounder of our true e religi- 
en; He was meek and forgiving to all; 

and if you regulate your heart and af- 
fections, and endeavour to preſerve that 
equanimity of temper I wiſh, you will 


be enabled to follow his ſteps, and to 
walk in the ways of righteouſneſs. 


LETTER 
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LETTSE I. 
CONDUCT AND CONVERSATION. 


MY DEAR NIECE, 


NexrT to a good temper the firſt 
things to be conſidered, are thoſe ex- 
n ternal graces, which, though chey are 
thought but of little avail with ſome 
ſerious people, are, nevertheleſs, of the 
greateſt conſequence towards your mak- 
ing a figure in life. 
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Nature has endowed you with a 
graceful perſon, and a countenance lit- 
tle ſhort of beauty. You have eſcaped 
the ſmall-pox, that cruel ſpoiler of a 
pretty face, and your health is ſuch, at 
preſent, as to promiſe no diminution of 


your perſonal attractions. 
There is nothing in all this to make 
you vain; it is no merit of your on, 


and if I do not tell it you, perhaps i it will 


be told you by fifty Aattering fops in 

one week; but will they make it a leſ- 
ſon of inſtruction to you? Will they 
tell you it will ſoon fade? Nay, that it 
does fade hourly? Will they tell you 


that he who gaveit 180 may deprive you | 
. 5 : 2 of 


| . ; MENTAL IMPROVEMENT. 17 


ol it by ſome dreadful caſualty, in the 
| ſhort ſpace of one day? No; they idolize- 
- || © you for it, as if it was your own pro- 


curing ; and, if you was nota very ſen- 
ſible girl, you might, perhaps, be filly 
enough to believe them. 


Be elegant in all things. A pretty 


woman, without elegance, may pleaſe 


for a ſhort time, but her beauty is ſeen 
at once, and charms no more; while a 

woman, with nothing remarkable in | 
either her face or perſon will, by the 
elegances of her diſcourſe and action, 
often attract all the attention, while 
many beauties ſit by wholly neglected. 
In 


18 MENTAL IMPROVEMENT. 
_ what, you will ſay, do theſe ele- 
gances conſiſt, and how are they to be 
acquired; Their firſt leading principle 
is attention. To ſuch a height of po- 
liſh are we arrived, that the originality 
of things is almoſt loſt, and what fol- 
lows is but an improvement of imita- 
tion: Study then, and be attentive to 
the manners of that Lady, in company, 
who you ſee has the moſt elegance, and 


you will inſenſibly acquire her manners; 
and, in fact, attention is, in itſelf, one of 


W the graces. There is in attention an 


unaſſuming politeneſs, which charms 


1 every one: To whom, in general, do 
you ſee perſons addreſs their diſcourſe, | 
| but 
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but to her who is moſt attentive? Ne- 

ver loſe the thread of a ſtory which is 

relating; this argues an inattention, 

and to you an ill breeding, which no 
future good. behaviour can atone for. 


| Other little attentions in young peo- 
ple, to thoſe advanced in years, are ex- 
tremely grateful and pleaſing. When 
you was a little child, I have ſeen the 
D utcheſs of — your grandmother, 
drop her book, and you have picked it | 
u p for her. You are not leſs attentive 
now, I hope: I am ſure you met with 
- encouragement. — Theſe things, though . 
trifles i in themſelves, charm an elderly . 
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perſon very much. An old Lady, 
perhaps, wiſhes for a manuſcript Poem, 
which is handed about in company. 
You offer to write it for her. Such 
little attentions coſt you nothing, but 
gain you more applauſe than you can 
poſſible imagine, 


A ſtrict carefulneſs not to offend 
ſhould next be conſidered. A gay 
young perſon, in the height of mirth, of- 
ten ſays things ſhe ſorely repents after, 
atleaſt if ſhe hath any feeling or ſenti- 

ment. In the various people you viſit, 
nay, evenin your own family, there ar 
”— mixture of characters, Endeavour 


politely 
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politely to accommodate yourſelf to 
all, as far as is compatible with the 
principles of virtue and prudence you 
have been taught. „„ 


At viſits and card parties you often 
meet with people you have never ſeen | 
| before, and, perhaps, never may again; 

therefore be cautious of railing at any 
particular class, country, or ſe of peo- 
ple. Perhaps you addreſs yourſelf to 
an American, and fay you never could 
endure the people of his country; to a 
Roman Catholic, and call the people of 
the church of Rome bigots and idola- 
ters: Theſe ſpeeches inflict a kind of 
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"thorn in your own brelſt when you 


have b rel your folly, that you 
known not how to eradicate. Forgive 


me if I here digreſs to remark a little, 


that uncharitableneſs, which we are all 
too much apt to give way to, | With- 


out ſtudying the graces, never. indulge 


yourſelf, my dear niece, in diſliking 
this man becauſe he i is a ſoldier, another 
becauſe he is a ſailor, another 


becauſe he is a lawyer, for be aſſured 


there are 'very honeſt; worthy men 
amongſt them all, even of the latter de- 


ſeription. In every lociety, in every 


country, there are, and ever will be, a 


mixture of 8 and bad. England is 


ver 
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Look on a globe, you have learned geo- 
graphy, and ſee how triſting an appear- 


' ance it makes: Let us then not re- 
flect fo ſhamefully on human nature, 


as to imagine, that where countries 
are large, goodneſs alſo does not flou- 
riſh and abound. Albion, it is true, 


is peculiarly bleſt] it is the foat of 


true teligion, and is myſtreſs of every 
great and elegant art; and, above all; 


its Governor is the moſt virtuous of 
_ princes: But ſhall this reflection fill 
our hearts with pride, and make us de- 
ſpiſe and think lightly of others? No, 

my dear Charlotte, there is the ſame. 
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Protector over every nation, to inform, 


and lead their minds to every virtue. 
Let the ſame benevolent principle of 
charity lead you to behold with pity, 


| inſtead of contempt, thoſe who are un- 


fortunately attached to any falſe reli- 


glon. If they are good and virtuous, 
a 2 merciful God will not puniſh them 


for believing in that falſhood they did 


not invent, and which they think them- ; 


ſelves bound to believe as much as we 


do our true religion, Render thanks 


to Heaven you have been inſtructed in 
it, and pray for the eonverſion of 


others, but never attempt it; you will 
only leave their minds, perhaps, in-- 


. 
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volved i in a ſtate of 2 terror and 
anxiety, they knew not before: Rather 
let your own good example make them 
deſirous of embracing your opinion, by 
their thinking there muſt be ſomething 
peculiarly good in a religion inſpiring 
ſo much virtue. I have dwelt on this 
ſubject longer than I entended; but on 
fuch a theme it is better to ſay tos 
much than too little, | 


To obtain elegance, a ſtrict atten- 
tion to carriage is abſolutely requiſite; 
though, by an upright geſture, you 
ſhould not loſe an inch of that height 
natufe has given you, yet nothing is ſo 
D 2 diſa- 
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| Aiſagreeable as that preciſe nes, 
ſome young Ladies have, of holding 


; themſelyes, from the dread of being 
thought to ſtoop, Your dancing maſ- 


ter, in his firſt leſſons to you, inceſſant» 
ly cried out, « Your head upright, 


c your body ſtraight;” that was to be 
' conſidered; but by the variety of mo- 


tion in your different dances, he taught 


you, that graceful eaſe alone was ele. 
gance; and from the happy acquire, 
ments and accompliſhments you have 
gained, united with attention, you will 
þe enabled to fold up a letter, 1 might 
eyen ſay, ſtir the fire with more ele- 


bes, 
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. 
; 
| 


— chan ſome young Ladies would 
walk a minuet. 


* 


Study well the character of thoſe you 
viſit, and form your converſation equal 
to their taſte. If they delight in the 
topic of faſhion, know how to diſcuſs 
the important ſubje& of a new-faſhi- 

: oned bonnet, or fan, and remember the 
birth-day ſuit that was moſt admired; 
but in whatever company you are, ne- 
ver let a word of ſcandal eſcape your 
lips; even thoſe who love ſcandal will, 

in the end, admire you for your ſweet 
forbearance; 3 and, above all things, read 


ever the new publications, however 
1 3 


ui. 
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trifling, if they are not bad (againf 
thoſe dangerous productions I will eau- | 
tion you in ſome future letter.) In al 
ſome companies literary works are the i 
chief topic, and it argues a diſlike of | 
reading in a young perſon not to be 
acquainted with them, Happy may 
you think yourſelf among ſomeof your 
choice friends, and worthy relations, 
where your converſation dwells on the 
delightful themes of morality, virtue. | 
and literature, While they know how - ö 
to trifle agreeably, unbend the ſerious 
moments, and practiſe the true art of 

pleaſing: How from the flutterers of 

the preſent day will you fly, charmed 
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* delighted, to their ſociety, 1 bleſs 
the hour that gave and allied you ts 
them 


Cards are very much, indeed, tos 
much, the faſhion; but, though 1 cau- 
tion you againſt gaming, and declare it 
to be the worſt inmate in a female 
breaſt, yet it is highly neceſſary for a 


young Lady to be acquainted with all 


the different games, and indeed, to ren- 


der herſelf miſtreſs of them; but I 
would never adviſe you to engage in 
them, unleſs you cannot avoid it. 


Your fortune is not large, therefore 


It 


" 
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If you do loſe it at the card table, you | 
muſt retrench ſome of your expences ; 

for never think 'of retrieving it again u - 
by winning, that is the true ſpirit of 


gaming, and has often been attended 
with the moſt fatal conſequences. ta 
either ſex: No, if you loſe, you muſt 


be content to go without, perhaps, a 
new gown you had promiſed yourſelf 
the ſucceeding ſummer, or poſtpone 

the expence of ſome agreeable recrea- 

a tion. If you win, reſolve that the gain | 

| N ſhall be given to ſome diſtreſſed object, 


and by theſe means make to yourſelf * 
friends of the mammon of © unrighte- 
euſneſs,” for cards may certainly come 


under 
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under that denomination; they are a 


ſhameful waſte of time, a bar to every 


young perſon's advantage, and, from 
the late hours that are generally em- 


ployed. in their purſuit, a cruel attack 


on the health, 


5 Be ſure to avoid all egotiſm; that | 
will never make you either graceful, 
or your company deſirable. We ſel- 


dom ſpeak well of thoſe people whe 
are continually ſetting forth their own 


praiſe. If you have merit, depend up- 
on it, it will be known; for if it is not 
given you by thoſe who know how to 


admire and applaud it in others, the 
breath 
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breath of envy will ſpread it abroad 
from the height of her vexation. 
- Fancy, when ſhe diſplays herſelf in 
dreſs, may be deemed a great acquiſi- 
tion. In vain ſhall your attire be ele- 
gant, if you have not taſte in the put- 
ting it on; a bunch of flowers, or a 
| plume of feathers, may be made either 
tawdry and glaring, or ſimple and ele- 
gant, merely from the taſte and manner 
in which they are diſpoſed; and I have 
ſeen a bandeau put a croſs the hair, in 
ſuch a way as to look frightful, and at 
other times to appear the moſt ſimple, 
agreeable head-dreſs in the world. 
Ao | Such 
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uch are the effects of an elegant taſte 
and fancy; but avoid all finery, and Af 
let your dreſs in general be plain, 
faſhionable and neat, for not to follow 
faſhion ſhews a kind of obſtinacy, and 
there is more vanity and ſelf-conceit, 
in keeping out of the mode, than in 
being the firſt to follow it; it is a tacit 
declaration that you know better than 
other people. Faſhionable phraſes are 
alſo of more conſequence than many peo- 
ple imagine, and the new pronunciation 
of words you ſhould be careful to ob- 
tain, as they Hg the reſult of our daily 
national improvements; and you may 
do all this, if you will be elegant, with 
| the 
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the eaſe of a faſhionable Lady, and no- 
with the formality of a female pedant. 

Be humble; carefully ſhun all 
haughtineſs of deportment; behave to 
your inferiors with gentleneſs and ten- 
dernefs; and never invite an. humble 
friend to your table, and make her feel 
her dependence. Let your own opinion 
always bow to that of the learned and 
the aged; they are not always right; 
yet be ſilent, even when you are ſo, 
if they are of contrary ſentiments, and 


avoid all contradiction, for it 1s the 


greateſt impoliteneſs you can be guilty 
ET. MF" 


=] of; yet never fear to hazard an opi- 


our ſex are allowed to excel. Pray do | 


friends; all ſuch little attentions will 
make you a very deſirable acquaint- 


ance, and gain you the agreeable ap- 


young Lady; and by theſe employ- 


Four morning hours will never hang 
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nion, but maintain it with deceney. 


f In little works of ſkill and ingenuity, 


not you be ignorant of them, and make 
little preſents of card purſes, and of 
your paintings, &c. to your different 


pellation of a very pleaſing, obliging 


ments, and that of practiſing the dif- 


ferent branches of your education, 
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idle on your hands. Never lounge or 
loll in company; it is a maſculine de- 


portment which fits very ill on — 
Lady. Loud laughter too, I hope 1 


need not caution you againſt; ; it 


evinces a futile mind, and a great want 


of delicacy. Long ſtories you will 


find very tireſome to the hearer, and, = 
indeed, I would caution you againſt. 


any ſpecies of ſtory telling, unleſs it 


is ſomething very ſhort, extremely ap= 
plicable and entertaining. Few tell a - v0 
ſtory well; few humour it ſufficiently 
and this is one of thoſe graces which | 


cannot be acquired, for imitation in 


theſe ſort of things diſguſts; Neither = 


— 
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a can you gain it by imitation; it muſt be 
one of the gifts of nature, and of which 
IT do not think you are poſſeſſed; for, 


when a child, you was ſome time be- 


ö a 1 fore you could artieulate well, and a 
| þ very excellent articulation is neceſſary 
= | 
D towards telling a ftory, It is very 


ö =: - mort ifying for a hearer to ſay, perhaps, 
1 at the moſt pointed part of your narra· 
1 tive, « What was that? I did not | 
+4 wh underſtand you.” The ftroke of wit, 

1 g \ - then, by being repeated a ſecond time, 
1 * its reliſh, and, inſtead of laughter, | 
2 forced, vacant ſmile, ſits on the cou n- 


tenance of your audi tors. 
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Though a pertinent queſtion, pro- 
perly aſked, and in proper place, is 
very well, and ſhews an aſſuming dif- 


fidence in a girl, yet, if you aſk queſ- _ 
tions too often, you will be deemed 
im pertinent and troubleſome ;—there= 
fore put them but ſeldom, and be ſure | 
do not aſk them, but where you are 
ignorant, and wiſh for information; 


and I hope your inſtructions have been 
ſuch, and yau have ſa profited by them, 
that you will not have occaſion. to alk 
them often ; and, tho* your queſtions 

| may appear trifling, and other people 
may have the rudeneſs to ſay, « Bleſs 
me! did not you know the meanipg 
« of 
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el that?” be not diſhearted. She 
who is afraid of confeſſing her own 
4 ignorance, will never be nn. than 
pas 


| 
| Cultivate well your natural talent of 
ſinging by all means; vocal muſic, in 
one ſenſe, is much more deſirable than 
inſtrumental; one is acquired, the | 
other is a native accompliſhment;. but 
never hum a tune, unleſs alone; never 
among your intimate friends; it is 
rude, and appears as if you wiſhed to be 
aſked to ſhew your ſkill. Ever wear 
on your countenance a gracious ſmile, 
unleſß you. are diſcuſſing, or converſing 


7 en 
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on ſerious ſubjects; and then, I hope, 
the ſenſations of a heart, naturally good 


& wilt baniſh a ſmile from your face, for | 
F nothing is more graceful tan 
| & The virtuous tear that ſprings for others* woes”? 

Solidity of judgment, and depth of 

reaſoning, we do not yet expect from 

you; but tenderneſs of heart will diſ- 

play itſelf even in an infant. Talk 
not too much, or too little; ſhe who | 

does the latter, will never be an enter- 


| taining companion. A pleaſant pratler 
I will ever be ſo, and baniſh many an 
uneaſy thought; and her acquaintanee, 
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on that account, be eagerly ſought after ; 


on the other hand, beware of troubleſoing 
loquacity. | | | 


Villifying expreſſions ought never 
to enter 2 female's thoughts, much leſs 
eſcape her lips. - I never even would 
uſe myſelf, if I were you, to utter the 
expreſſion of, „He is a ſhocking 
&« fellaw;” and yet I have heard ſome 
Ladies, who are reckoned women of 
good breeding, who have called a man 
a ſcoundrel, a raſcal, and a womam 
a vile buſſy He not you like 
them, x 


W omen 


— ——— — —— —ñ—ä—j — — e N E |} 
4 


56 MENTAL IMPROVEMENT. 


7 Women ſhould carefully avoid every 
thing that has the leaſt tendency to 
maſculine. Weak and helpleſs in her- 
ſelf, ſne ſeeks from man protection 
and advice; but ſhe cannot expect he 
will ever afford it her, if ſhe uſurps 
his province, Wiſdam is -her's, -as 


well as his; but he holds it with more 


ſolid force: Conſcious of his ſuperi- 
ority in this, he diſplays it in the ſenate, 
in the pulpit, and at the bar; while 
woman, veiling her's with modeſty 
and diff dence, gains freſh inſtructions 


from his wiſe counſels, and by ſuch 


means only finds in him a friend and 
eonſtant defender. 


Youth 
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| + Youth is the ſeaſon in which every | 
thing wears a pleaſing aſpect, in which 
no clouds appear threatening to riſe, 
and when admonition appears ſome- 
times troubleſome. You ſee, my dear 
niece, I wiſh you to enjoy the delight- 
ful fpring while it laſts; but I would 

| have you alſo conſider, that the ac- 
compliſhments I have mentioned in 
this letter are, for the moſt part, only 
external. My next letters ſhall con- 
tain advice for following the virtues, 
and deprecating the vices and foibles of 
the mind, which if you do not, all the 
outward graces of elegance and worldly 
zccompliſhments can be of no avail; 
nor 
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nor will they afford you one hour's 
conſolation when age marks you his 
victim, and the pleaſures of this word 
have paſt by as a ſhadow. ERS, oe 
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"LETTER W. 
FORBEARANCE. | 


MY DEAREST NIECE, 


4. + 


As your temporal and eternal wel 

fare is ever neareſt my heart, I wiſh 

to make every thing a leſſon of inſtruc- 
tion to you, and this is the cauſe of 
the taciturnity which is by no means 
natural to me, that has lately been re- 
marked by my friend*, 
ut You 


"AY - 
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You remember where we paſt the | 
evening laſt Thurſday, and I was 
Pleaſed to ſee you appear ſhocked and 
diſconcerted, at the ANGER of the 
Lady, who ſat next you, on the neg+ 
le& of her partner in 8 ber to 
loſe her game. 


Whenever you feel a diſpoſition to 
indulge this rancorous paſſion, think 
of what you then felt; and, though 
you may hare more cauſe than from 
the rrifling loſs of a game at cards to 
be angry, yet endeavour to gain that 
noble philoſophy, and Chriſtian forti- 
A 
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tude, as to baniſh the hateful vice 
from your breaſt. 


. Anger reſteth only in the boſom 
« of fools,” ſaid the wiſe Solomon: 
He might have ſaid in the boſom of 
' the wicked, for he will not & tax a fool 
« for his folly. „ Paſſion, it is true, 
may tempt us to be angry for a mo- 
ment, that we cannot help; a woman 
wholly without | paſſion is generally 


without ſentiment, or of a gloomy, 
ſulky, diſpoſition, than which nothing 
can be more dreadful; but, if you 8 
do not check your anger, if you ſuf⸗ 
fer it to repoſe in your breaſt, and 
F. | look. 
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book again on the perſon who has of- 
fehded you with rancour, and, per- 
haps, they have affronted you unwit- 
tingly, it is a proof of a very bad and 
unforgiving temper, | © 75 
Let me entreat of you, my dear 
niece, carefully then to avoid every 
ſpecies of anger. The angry perſon 
is never happy, always reſtleſs, diſſatis- 
fied, and uneaſy; they carry about 
them a ſting, with which they ſeek 
to wound their adverſary; but which 
returns to themſelves more ſharp, and 


pierces per than before. 


ke PY : r ive 
| Forg 
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4 F orgive, and ye ſhall beforgiven!* | 
When you addreſs the Throne of | 
Mercy with the prayer that was taught _ 
you, by one, who, in the moſt trying 
hour, felt not one ſpark of this bitter 
flame, think what you are about to 
ſay, and reflect before you utter it, if 
there is any perſon with whom you 


are not at peace. 


In the ſtate of the primitive church, 
(indeed, the rule ſtands ſo now; only 
thoſe things are too apt to be neglected) : 
no two perſons were allowed to com- 


municate together, if there ſubſiſted 
F 2 | between 
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between them any angry grudge; 
for it 1s certainly an inſult to the 


Majeſty of Heaven to kneel before 


his Altar, and ſay, „Forgive us bur 


ie treſpaſſes, as we forgive, &c.“ if 
we do not ſo in our hearts. 


Forgiveneſs is the moſt noble of all 
the Chriſtian virtues, and tho* from 


a very trifling thing I have taken this 
important leſſon, yet, when I reflect 
that all her actions are but a ſeries of 
trifling, I ſhall be happy, at any future 
opportunity, of drawing inſtruction 
for you to profit thereby. Act in this, 
28 


x 


* 
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as in every thing elſe, as you would 
have others do by you; and, were I 


to write a volume, I could not ſay 
more on the ſubject, 


„„ nn . wn 
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Is * ice | | 
1 | 
14 
MI DEAR N.ECE, ; 
1 SHALL, perhaps, fall under fome * 


cenſure for addreſſing ſo young a Lady 
as yourſelf, on the important ſubject 
which I have reſerved for this letter: It 


is Chaſtity !—the higheſt virtue your 


ſex can poſleſs, and ſhe who has it not 
is generally deſpiſed by every one. 


. 


All. 
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All the beſt writers are of opinion, I 
and all the beſt judges of humankind I 
agree with them, that chaſtity in a 
woman is as eflential as courage in a 


| man; it adds new charms to beauty, 5 ö 


embelliſhes the whole converſation and 
deportment, and gives a luftre to all 

our other virtues. Whoſe adventures 
and hiftories give you moſt delight 
and ſatisfaction in the peruſal, thoſe 
of the wanton Cleopatra, in all the 
luxury of Egyptian magnificence ſail- 
ing down the Cydnus, or the chaſte 
Lucretia . prefering death to infamy, 
and the innocent * n on 


the 1 ? 
Theſe 
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Theſe were Romans, unacquainted 

with that purity of manners we are 

taught; and ſhall Chriſtians do leſs? 


They were pure and virtuous from 


principle and inclination: Let us 


bluſh then at the idea of wandering 
out of that excellent track they have 
trod before us, when we are taught to 
expect a glorious reward, even for 


doing no more than our duty. 


If you are not ſtrictly modeſt in your 


deportment, you will never be deno- 
minated chaſte. Let not your looks 
betray a conſciouſneſs of 'your know- 
ledge of, or ſmile at a double entendre; 


but 


4 £4 
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but look not prudiſhly grave: Such 


behaviour incline the men to imagine 


you more knowing than you ought to 


be; rather appear as if you did not 
hear them, at leaſt that you do not 
underſtand them. Deſpiſe all kind of 

coquetry, for the truly chaſte perſon 
is never a coquette. As I ſaid before, 


in treating of levity, I do not diſputs 


but that a coquette may be a very 
virtuous woman; but ſhe does not 
hold chaſtity in that veneration ſhe 


Ou ght. 


Read often the examples of chaſti- 


ty you will find in hiſtory, and let 
them 


* 
— 


N 
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chem ſtimulate you faithfully to copy 


the bright originals. Virtue will ever 
meet its reward, even on earth. Eli- 
zabeth Woodville, from her noble 
reſolution of maintaining her chaſtity, 
even againſt a king every way ſeducing, 


though ſhe came to him petitioning 


for her children, yet, when he made 
her propoſals inconſiſtent with her 
honour to accept, ſhe nobly refuſed 
them, and, truſting to that Providence 
which ſhe knew < would feed the young 


« ravens which called upon him,” ſhe 


was raiſed to the ſummit of greatneſs, 
and made England's Queen, while the 


"ew 9880 Shore, bereft of all the 


ſpl er 
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85 ſplendor her guilt had gained her, 
periſhed for want. | 85 


Vet, while you glory in your chaſ- | 
tity, let it be in humble ſilence, not 
with the arrogance of ſelf- approving 
virtue. Look with an eye of pity, 
compaſſion, and forgiveneſs, on all che 
unhappy part of your ſex who have 
gone aſtray, and reflect if you had 
been like ſome of them, brought up 
under vile inſtructors, with no one to 
ſet you right, you might have been 
the ſame. By careful friends and pro- 
tectors, with noble connexions, who, 
by their precepts and examples, ſet 


— — 


fourth | 
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forth before you the utmoſt purity of 
conduct, you are inexcuſeable if you 
fall. 

Queen Emma walked unhurt over 
red-hot plough-ſhares becauſe ſhe was 
chaſte. May we not rather take this 
in a figurative ſenſe, and believe that 
this ordeal trial meant nothing more? 
Emma was a woman of matchleſs 
beauty. The age, though barbarous, 
in which ſhe lived, had nevertheleſs, 


a kind of gallantry in its manners; 


ſhe therefore had many temptations, 
perhaps, to e many ſolicita- 


tions to guard againſt. She was de 
brigzteſt 


i 
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brighteſt ſtar that then ſhone in Eng- 
land, conſequently Princes and Nobles 
wooed her to their deſires; but ſuch. 
was the chaſtity of her demeanour, 
ſhe walked unhurt amidſt the ſevereſt 


_ dangers. 8 | 2 r 


Vou have often, when 2 few years 
younger than you are now, accom- 
panied me to. the Magdalen Chapel, 

ahd, while you admired the ſinging, 

have very ſenſibly aſked me about the 

inſtitution of the charity, and what 

the women . were who ſang, and why 

they were concealed from public view 

by blinds? I then evaded the queſ- 
8 tion, 


tion, which, I ſuppoſe, has ſince been 
reſolved to you; if not, I now ſend it 
you. | 


They are poor unhappy women, 
who, weary of a life of guilt, are de- 
firous of entering on a new courſe, 
and, by ſincere penitence, waſhing out 
the ſtains of their former tranſgrefſi- 
ons. It is a moſt glorious inſtitution, 
and reflects immortal honour on the 
unfortunate man who was the founder” 
of it! They are called Magdalens 
from the penitent Mary, who had been 


a famous courtezan in the court of 


Herod, and who, repenting of her 
6 | former 
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fotmer crimes, caſt herſelf at the feet 
of our Saviour, bathing them with her 
tears, and wiping them with her hair. 

She obtained forgiveneſs, and let us 
hope theſe poor unhappy Magdalens 
do the ſame; but, I have been told, 
they too often return to their former 
courſe of life: This certainly muſt 
be from their not meeting with ſuffi- 
cient charity and encouragement from 
the rigidly virtuous of their own ſex ! 
See the fatal conſequences of the loſs 
of virtue and reputation! 


Oh! my dear niece, be careful and 
vigilant to preſerve your honour ;— 


G 2 Chaſtity 
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Chaſtity, chough not the only virtue 
dur ſex need poſſeſs, is the baſis of all 
the reſt; and 6 very ſeldom, 
does a woman retain any other when 


ſhe has violated that. 


7 r 
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LETTER V, 


TRUTH. 


LI me entreat you, my dear niece, 


ever to cheriſh in your breaſt the love 
of truth, and repel every ſpecies of 
difimulation and falſhood. Keep your 
words and actions in that conſtant 
tenure of rectitude, that you may 

G 3 never 
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never have cauſe to deny the one, 


or be aſhamed of the other. 


Falſhood is the meaneſt and moſt 
deſpicable vice we can be guilty of; 
it reflects diſhonour on all our other 
actions, while truth fets them off, tho? 
but mere trifles, and abſolyes even 


thoſe that were tinctured with folly. 


Was I bleſt with children, their 
open confeſſion of a fault would always 
incline me to give, even without 
remonſtrating; there is an honeſty ſo 
perſuaſive in truth that diſſipates anger 
in an inſtant, You have been taught 
never to deceive, but to let all your 


actions 


4 
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actions be open as the day; and, 1 


truſt, not one of the leſſons your 
amiable mother gave you have been 
ever done away. We know not in 
what a field we engage, when once 
we encounter a falſhood ; we accumu- 
late crimes on crimes, for never did 
one lie do alone; we are obliged to 
tell twenty more to ſupport that 
Then think of the ſhame that follows, 
if we are diſcovered in them; our 
word in future is never to be believed; 
we are looked upon with an eye of 
jealouſy and ſuſpicion, and we fear 


ourſelves again to open our lips, in 


converſation, to utter the ſtricteſt 
truths, 


| 


| 
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truths, leſt we ſhould_ he thought ts 
be telling the greateſt falſhoods. 


Now. there are various kinds of 
falſhoods, ſome which really do no 


harm in themſelves, a kind of roman- 


cing, and adding molt egregiouſly to 
a ſtory, or ſome ridiculous actions or 
diſcourſe you have been witneſs to: 
All this is extremely innocent; but I 
would by no means have you practiſe 
it: it will never make you a pleaſant 


companion, but will gain you the title 


of a female fatyriſt, which is neyer 
reckoned agreeable. There isn ex- 
cuſe in the world for falſtood, except, 
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if I may ſo denominate it, a benevo- 
lent falſhood, that which can do no 
one harm, but may be a means of 
ſaving great anxiety and vexation to 
another, and of turning the ſcale much 
to their advantage, when, perhaps, the | 
uttering the real truth might make 
them miſerable through life. 


This is certainly the only” excuſe 
that can be made for the giving our- 
ſelves leave ever to violate the truth; 
but, if we are yery careful in the 
choice of our companions, this fault 
we ſhall be ſeldom led into. 
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If you would not utter a word with 
your lips, that made a lie, be very 
careful how you act one. Indeed, 1 
know not which 1s worſe, that which 
proceeds from the mouth, or- any 
ſpecies of actual deceit. True it is, 
that © out of the abundance of the 
& heart the mouth ſpeaketh 5 but I 
rather think the acting a lie is worſe 
than the telling one, though it may 
not, perhaps be productive of ſuch 
fatal conſequences to others, as when 
proceeding from that unruly mem- 
ber, the tongue; yet the crime our 
conſcience is charged with is greater; 
it is a double ſort of deceit and mean- 


« 


neſs; 
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.neſs; like the F able of the Farmer, 
who had hid the poor fox, and de- 
clared aloud to the huntſman he had 
ſcen nothing of him, at the {ame time 
winking, and pointing with his finger 
to the place in which poor Reynard 
lay concealed, 


I once knew a young Lady, who 
had many amiable qualities, but was 
guilty of the filly and pernicious cuſ- 
tom of laying rouge on her cheeks; 
at the ſame time ſhe declared ſhe ab- 
horred a lie, nor do I know that ſhe 
ever told one. But was ſhe not guilty 
of actual falſhood, and did the not 


commit 
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commit one every day? Avoid a cuf- 
tom, my dear niece, to which the 
preſent natural bloom on your cheek 
requires no ſuch artificial aſſiſtance, 
and which is not only deſtructive. to 
the health and complexion, but, in 
my opinion, faulty. 

You admire the works of the greateſt 
- maſter of the exquiſite art of painting, 
the immortal Reynolds! You admire 
the delicate touches of Wheatley !. the 
beautiful colourings of Hamilton! and 
the bold deſigns and life- like figures 
of Opi and Rigaud! . You handle 
the pencil yourſelf very prettily; but, 

I think, 


3 
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I think, you would never have the 
preſumption to dare, by one touch of 
your colourin ng, to take your bruſh and 
endeavour to amend theirs: Be aſſured, 
then, it is much greater preſumption, 
to fooliſhly imagine you can mend the 
work of the Great Maſter of Nature, 
who, when he formed you, knew what | 
became you beſt. 


Always utter the truth with noble 
firmneſs, and without fear. Let your 
hand never ſubſcribe to falſhood, nor 
any action or look evince it; avoid 
every. ſpecies of it, even in jeſt; it is 
right to abſtain even from the ſhew of 
H wrong, 


? 
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wrong, though no harm is meant; 


| others may be injured by it, and you 


brought into a habit of doing that, 
which once you never i on 
any mn, to do. : 


There is a ſpecies of lying much in 
faſhion, but againſt which I muſt beg 
to caution you; it is mean and ridi- 
culous to the loweſt degree? it is that 
of denying yourſelf to your company, 
that may chance to call on you at an 
inconvenient time. I cannot think, 
for my part, how any young Lady 
can do it; it certainly ſubjects her to 


many very difagrecable imputations. 
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Some imagine the Lady, who does 
| fo, is afraid of being caught in diſba- 
Bille, and, indeed, I fear, it is but too 
often the caſe. I knew a gentleman 
once, who would call over his ftair- 
caſe to the footman, after he had 
opened the ſtreet door to whoever had 
knocked, I am not at home.” He 
was an oddity to be ſure; but there was 
a kind of truth in ſuch bluntneſs, 
which, in ſome meaſure, juſtified the 
foi diſant fallhood. 


Theſe are trifling foibles; they can- 
come on the ſcore of faults, and very 
uncharitable is that perſon who thinks 
them ſuch; yet ſhould we not, as far 

| H 2 
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as poſſible, aim at the great and glo 
rious model perfection? To attain 
it, then, let us conquer not only crimes 
but foibles; the latter, though no evil 
in themſelves, are falſe and treche- 


rous guides, that often betray and lead 


us to the former, and very difficult 
ſhall we find it to recede from them 


when once committed. 


Perhaps (we will ſuppoſe the worſt, 
for heaven grant my ſuppoſition may 
never be verified) you have been 


tempted by the deceitful opinion of 


keeping peace to your family, to prac- 
tiſe a falſhood, to extenuate ſome fault, 


by 
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by the commiſſion of which you knew 
you ſhould diſpleaſe them, and render 
them unhappy. You ſucceed; you 
are believed, and the world never is 
undeceived: But how is the monitor 
within? If it whiſpers applauſe to 
your conduct, and you hug yourſelf 
(to uſe a coarſe expreſſion) with de- : 
light at the imagination that all is ſafe, 
that no one knows your weakneſs, I 
will not ſcruple to pronounce yourheart 
is bad, your confcieac2 is hardened 
beyond redemption. If, on the con- 
trary, after you have been betrayed 
by this falſe ſhame, for this is one of 
thoſe treacherous guides I before men- 
H 3 _ tioned, 
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tioned, your nights are flezpleſs, your 
thoughts ſorrowful, from the thorn 
in your boſom, there are then hopes 
from thoſe ſufferings, that you will 
never commit a crime again that has 
once coſt you ſuch inward pangs. 
Human nature is frail; by conſti- 
tution and habit a prey to various 
temptations; and where is the ſon or 


daughter of humanity that has not, in 


ſome degree, experienced them ?— 


Even our virtue ſometimes cauſes us 


to ruſh on the hrink of vice: If then, 


my dear nizce, you are, perhaps, 


tempted to the attual commiſſion of a. 


fault, 


8 _ 
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fault, with honeſt generoſity let your 
parents know it; their forgiveneſs is 
ſure to be the reſult, and the reward of 
your noble minded refolution—never 
to utter a falſhood; and let your every 
action and diſcourſe through life prove, 
that you ſcorn ſo mean and deſpicable 
a vice. Let truth guide Jou, as it 
now guides my pen, when, I aſſure 


you, I am, 


With the moſt ſincere regard, 


And elteem, 


Your affectionate Aunt. 


LETTER 


, 
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7 ' 


LETTER VL 


EMPLOYMENT OF TIME. 


Now let me caution you, my dear- 
eſt niece, againſt the fatal forerunner 
of every vice, againſt what may, indeed, 
be denominated a vice in itſelf, the 
deſtructive and baleful fault of idleneſs. 


It is the ſource, the ſpring of all 
that is evi), the avenue to every other 
| crime, 
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crime, and therefore it may juſtly be 
denominated the greateſt ſin in the 


world. 


Nature formed us active beings, 
uſeful members of ſociety; ſhall we 
then dare to revolt againſt her wiſe 
Jaws? No. Surely you will not be 
guilty of a fault that reflects ſo much 
diſhonour on your family; for be aſ- 
fured, if you are idle, you will be the 


ſole one in it who is ſo. 


How does your worthy father em- 


ploy himſelf in the few leiſure hours 


he can ſpare from his eccleſiaſtic duties? 
After 
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After he has compoſed his moſt excd- 

lent moral diſcourſes, does he not 
handle the pencil? Is not his own 
dining parlour furniſhed with beautiful 
ſpecimens of his ſkill? Did he not, in 
your younger days, employ himſelf in 
hearing you read, in learning to per- 


form on the violin? And that, during 


your hours of practiſing your muſic, 
he might accompany you or that in- 


þ ftrument? He therefore, you may pre- 


ſume, never allowed himſelf an idle 
moment; you are witneſs he does not 


now. 


How does your charming mother 


employ 
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employ her time? Did you ever ſee 
her idle? Did ſhe not, if a leiſure 
hour offered itſelf from the ſtrict care 
ſhe took of her houfhold and beloved 
children, did ſhe not fly to her harp- 
fichord, and to the employing herſelf 
in works of ſkill and ingenuity? What 
has been the happy reſult of ſuch noble 
perſeverence? Are not their lives a 


ſeries of virtue and content? They 
are virtues, becauſe they never allow 
time for their thoughts to wander 
out of the path of rectitude, and in 
theſe employments they are happy and 
contented. What, though fortune 
may have blindly denied her gifts to 

them 
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them which ſhe has beſtowed on the 
undeſerving, yet the know the true 


art of baniſhing many an uneaſy , 


thought, and the poſſeſſion of this is : 
more valuable than the nepenthe of 
Helen, ſo much celebrated by Homer. 


Now, in the happy and elegant 
accompliſhments you poſſeſs, be care- 


—— — — >. 32 3 oh — 22 ** — 


ful diligently to practiſe them all. After 
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aſſting your mother in her different 


eee 


domettic concerns, ſet apart one morn- 


n 
. — 
—— ov PIs —˙ 


ing for reading, and writing letters to 
your different correſpondents; for be- 


ſure you never incur the ſtigma of 


being a bad correſpondent. Want 
5 5 
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of time is too often the lame, excuſe 
ſome people make for this rude and 
ſhameful neglect, but it ſeldom makes | 
amends for it. Great, indeed, muſt 
be your numerous avocations, if you 
cannot find half an hour, we will ſay 
an hour, to ſave a friend the mortifying 
reflection, that you neglect her, that 
you no longer love her. Admit that 
you are ſo very much taken up, it 
would do you no harm, a young Lady 
like you, in full health, to riſe an hour 


or two earlier than your uſual time, 


Be an earlier riſer, or you will be ever 

denominated idle, and juſtly; your 

dear mother, within theſe f:w years, 
. bs 
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has been much more delicate in her 
health than formerly; and if, from 
little indiſpoſitions, ſhe is ſometimes 
unable to leave her pillow.ſo ſoon as 
ſhe would defire, that is no rule for 
you; therefore, if you have a few 
hours before breakfaſt, always em- 
ploy them in the practiſing of muſic, 
or ſtudying geography; you will find 
yourſelf then moſt adapted for thoſe 


ſciences; 


Perhaps you will plead, you are fo 
much taken up with company, with 
viſiting, and paying thoſe proper at- 
tentions to the numerous families you 

are 
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are allied to, that you have no time 
for ſtudy. I do not diſpute it; but 
very few young Ladies are engaged of 
a morning; that time you may very 
juſtly call your own: It may, to be 
ſure, ſo happen, that you may be out 
very early; for, though ſtrict rule and 


order is the moſt agree cable thing in 


the world, yet no one expects you to 
lead a formal, rigid, auſtere life; that 
would be totally incompatible with the 
character of an amiable and endearing 


companion: But I ſpeak only of your 


— — — 2 of a 


lerfure hours, or the time, perhaps, 


that you may be in the country; only 


never ſuffer yourſelf, by any —_ 
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to be one moment idle. I have told 


you how to employ one morning, and 


though I entreat of you never to fail 


practiſing your muſic once in a day, 
and it is well, when you know of no 
engagement, to let it be of an after- 
noon as any time; yet be ſure allot 
one morning in the week entirely to 
the practice of this charming accom- 
pliſhment. Another morning devote 


to drawing, another to work, and by 


— 


no means neglect your embroidery; 
it is a work which will never be en- 
tirely out of faſhion, now they have 
brought it to the perfection they have, 
at preſent ſo nearly approaching to 

| a nature. 


. 
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nature. Be your own milliner too; 


you will find that ceconomy highly 


neceſſary with your ſmall fortune; and, 
as you have learned the faſhionable art 
of making artificial flowers, ſhew your 
taſte that way; and entreat of your 
parents to ſuffer you to caſt up their 
bilis, for it is very neceflary to be a 
good accomptant; and if you are not 
ſo, you will never merit the title of an | 
accompliſhed Lady; nor will you 
know how to regulate your houſhold 
expences and family, whenever, or if 
ever, in the courſe of life you come to 
have one. 


=. 


I 3 Divide 
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Divide one morning in the week 
between the ſtudy of geography, and 
the reading of voyages and travels, tage 
one will naturally lead you to like the 

other, and make your memory reten- 
tive of both: And now I am writing 
on this ſubject, let me endeavour to 
point out to you what books I would 
have you read, and what I would warn 


you carefully to ſhun. 


You have the comfort, I may fay 
the bleſſing, of a moſt excellent li- 
brary, and your father is the moſt 
heſpitable man in the world, in regard g 
to his books, for very few like to lend p 
: 8 them; 
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them; but he never denied any one 
a book in his life, ſo you have not the 
excule of not being able to get 


them. 


The HoLy ScRIPTUREs are moſt 
certainly the great, the leading rule of 
conduct, written by the Spirit and pen 
of Truth: But on theſe I ſhall not 


dwell any longer, they are already 


well recommended to you, and well 


explained. 


The book next to them; indeed, the 
great Biſhop Atterbury has not ſcru- 


pled to pronounce it equal; ſetting 


aſrde 
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aſide the truths of the former, is the 
writings of Homer: But, as you 
do not underſtand Greek, I recom- 
mend to you Mr. Pope's tranſlation | 
of them: They are fraught with the 
moſt noble ſentiments of piety, huma- 
nity, juſtice and compaſſion. Homer 
has, if 1 may uſe the expreſſion, ex- 
hauſted every beautiful fentiment, torn 
up nature by the roots, and all other 
writers that have been ſince, ſeem but 


a fant copy from the bright original. 


Shakeſpeare ! the immortal . Shake- 
ſpeare! may certainly be deemed the 
next great poet; for, notwithſtanding 


what 
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what I have faid of Homer, Shake- 
ſpere has many native thoughts and 
true touches of nature, which no one 


has been able to copy. 


Milton, I reckon as a true copy of 


Homer; his writings are very ſub- 
lime, and his Paradiſe Loſt, which, 
though but too much imitated from 
the Iliad of Homer, is, nevertheleſs, 
a maſter piece, and has gained him the 
reputation of the greateſt Engliſh 
poet. 


/ 


The numbers of Pope are ſweet— 


his Eſſay on Man—his Univerfal . 


Prayer, 


1 * 
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Prayer, 5 oo Windfor Foreſt, are 
charming: But 0 was, as you wilt 
find, for I recommend his works to 
your peruſal, no friend to our ſex; as 
uch I cannot eſteem the man, though 

admire the poet; it was much be- 
neath his wiſdom to employ his pen 
in attacking female frailty. 

1 recommend the Sermons of Swift 
to you, but not his other works; they 
are vulgar, indelicate, and ſatiric; 
but his Sermons are very fine, one in 
particular, on the Trinity, is the moſt 


excellent and explicit that ever was 


penned 


MENTAL IMPROVEMENT, | 143 


penned on that great and myſterious 
ſubject. ; "ge 4 1 f i; 2 


— 


Prior is, in many reſpects, extremely 


faulty; yet he was the friend of our 
ſex, and as ſuch I cannot avoid ad- 
miring him. I wiſh ſome of our 


modern compilers would take his ſweet 


„ —— 


ſtories, his Nut Brown Maid, his So- [4 
lomon, and ſome other of his beauties, | 
and diveſt him of the traſh with which | 
he abounds; for it 1s ſo ſcattered in all 
his volumes, that, till it is removed 


by ſuch a gleaning, I cannot recom- 


mend the reading his works to you. 


Now 
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Now you will ſay, you did wrong, 
my dear aunt, to raiſe my curioſity in | 
this manner. Your father perhaps, 
ſome winter evening, will read ſome 
1 of Prior's Beauties aloud to you, while 
-you and Lady——are at work. 


Before you ſtudy the hiſtory of other 
| - countries, be ſure you are thoroughly 
| verſed in your own. Rapin will do 
very well in time, and perhaps, you 
have already began him; yet it is bet- 


ment, and that of Goldſmich is cer- 
tainly the beſt; it is called the Hiſtory 
of England, in a Series of Letters 


rer at firſt to know well ſome abridge- 


from a Nobleman to his Son, ſuppoſed L 


Lord Littleton. 


It is very neceſſary, at your time 
of life, to mix the agreeable with the 
uſeful. Ripis is ſo dry and tedious, 
that, inſtead of making you fond of 


hiſtory, you will be diſguſted with it 


though I believe him, without excep- 


tion, the beſt hiſtorian of our country. 
He was a foreigner, and therefore 
wrote impartially of a country, whoſe 


manners, laws and government, he 


ſtudied well, nor beheld them with 


the falſe glaſs. of narrow prejudice. 


K . 
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"Now, though I have recommended 


the hiſtory of your own country as 


the moſt eſſential to be ſtudied firſt, 
yet there is a work you, ſhould peruſe 
before the Hiſtory of England, and 


that is alſo written by Goldſmith; it 
is the Commonwealth of Rome; You 


will there find how the Britons were 


firſt ſubdued by Julius Czfar, and 


you will then continue the Hiſtory of 


England with more pleaſure; for the 


Romans were the people who civilized 


us, and drew us out of our priſtine. 


| barbari - 


Dr, Fordyce's Sermons, and Mrs, 


Chapone's 


3 
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Chapone's, Letters, are books particu- 
larly written to our ſex, Let me en- 
treat of you not to be without theſe 
charming monitors; form your con- 


duct by them, and you cannot do 


amiſs; at the ſame time read often 


over theſe letters: Though I ſtep 
humbly after them, and never arro- 
gantly preſume to think my pen can 


equal theirs, yet it may imprint their 


leſſons on your mind, and enforce what 


they have written before me. 


- 


Againſt the moſt pernicious reading 


in the world, againſt novels, let me 


particularly warn you; they poiſon 
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he mind, they ſoften and pervert the 
underſtanding, and infuſe a kind of 
alſe heroic ſentiment, while they diveſt 
you of that which is really pure and 
virtuous. Miis Burney's are the only 


writings of that kind you may peruſe 
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commend to you. In her Celicia ſhe 
has drawn the character of a truly 


amiable female, but not a woman of 
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faint-like perfection. Her novels are 


entirely devoid of that romantic, en- 
thuſiaſtic ardour between the ſexes, 
with which moſt of thoſe writings 
abound, and which renders that ſort 
of 


with ſafety, and which, indeed, I re- 
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of reading ſo very pernicious and dan- | 


gerous. 


As to looſe or immodeſt writing, 


I think, I may venture to ſay, I would 


warn you againf] the reading them, in 


the ſame manner as I would caution 


you againſt infringing the laws of ſo- 


briety, and hope the, admonition was 


as unneceſſary: A wretch, indeed, muſt 


| that perſon be, who can fit coolly 


down, write wantonly, give his works 


with the ſame deliberation to his book 
ſeller, print them, publiſh them, to 


pervert the minds of a riſing genera- 


tion; but worſe, much worſe, is the 


K 3 female, 


* 


not now exiſt, at leaſt among young 
Ladies, who have had the advantage 


of refinement, and virtuous education. 


themſelves at an early period of life, 


their parents, they know not what 
courſe to take, and the natural de- 


pravity of human nature leads them 


aſtray: Such, thank heaven, is not your 
lot. ; | 


Let 
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male, who can let her eye wander 


over them. Sutely ſuch a female does 


Many and cruel are the diſadvan- 


tages ſome labour under; left to 


from either the loſs or indigence of 
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— 


| Let the letters you write to your | 


correſpondents, ( and I hope to be 


reckoned in that claſs,) be written en- 


tirely from the heart, as they are never 


intended for the public eye? Lat na- 
ture and truth guide your pen. Tau- 
tology is the greateſt error; but a 
friend is very willing to overlook that, 
as it generally proceeds from an ear- 
neſtneſs about ſome particular ſubject 
in your letter. 
However good a geographer you 
may be, yet by no means be without | 
Guthrie's Grammer; you will find. it 
the moſt uſeful book of the kind to 
book 


\ 
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look into now and then, if you find 
yourſelf at a loſs; and few Ladies are 


ſo very perfect in this ſcience, as not 


to be at a loſs ſometimes. 


In your muſic, carefully practiſe 
the Italian, which is certainly the fineſt 
In the world; next 'to that the Ger- 


man; and the peculiar ſweetneſs of the 


Scotch is ſuch, that it ſhould be by 


no means neglected; but French airs 


are never worth waſting the time in 
learning. The French muſic has been 
well compared, by one of that country, 


to the hobblings of a fat gooſe at- 


tempting to fly. oy 
Though 
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Though you ſhould by no means 
neglect the drawing of landſcapes and 
figures, you be ſure you frequently 


employ yourſelf in the drawing of 


natural flowers, as it will ever produce 


a fund of amuſement which cannot 


wear off. Creation will furniſh you 


with continual originals, which, tho* 
you can never reach the perfection of, 


you may endeavour to emulate. 


Dancing, I can fay but little of for 


a good dance one five years, will be 


an indifferent one the next ſucceeding 


five years. Faſhion here bears a pro- 


digious ſway ; but I would have you 


acquire 
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acquire a graceful motion, without 
the ſtudied airs} of a dancing maſter, 
add, by regular attention, and mixing 
with the faſhionable world, you wil! 


ſoon acquire the various changes of 


ſteps that may come into vogue, with | 
out taking leſions of every Yetris, or 
Le Picg, that may arrive. from Paris. : 
Lady ——, your charming mother, a 
always appears the graceful dancer. ; 
Pp 5 a 
The Italian language will, in two | 1 
or three years more, be as univerſally 2 
ſpoken in England as the French is 8 
now, therefore, by all means, apply 7 


yourſelf well to it, and you will find 


how 
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how great a help it will be to the ac- 
quiring that delightful language, to be | 
a thorough miſtreſs of the French. 
The Italian is the ſweeteſt language in 


the world! 


Yet, with all theſe various acquire- 
ments, if you are not thoroughly 
| verſed in Engliſh, you will be deemed 
2 very inſignificant ſmatterer; it will 
appear as if you were incapable of 
learning much. You will have no 
claim to the title of an accompliſhed 
woman, if not a thorough proficient 


in your own language. 
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Tho' women are never intended for 
public readers, yet, by all means, I would. 
adviſe you toendeavour to bean excellent 
reader. You know not how large the 
circle, or how many ſtrangers to you, 
there may be in it, when, by accident, 
you may be called upon to read aloud ; 
and, though it ſhould be only a para- 
graph in a newſpaper, it will very ſoon 
be diſcovered, by that ſmall ſpecimen, 


what ſort of a reader you are. 


You have, my dear girl, and know 
how, I beſeech you, to value ſo great 
a bleſſing. You have continual means 
of improvement, and there lives not | 
WY the 
3 | 
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the perſon, of any age, who has not 


thoſe means. I will not ſay their ad- 


vantages are all alike; but every one 


has it in their power to improve. 


* 
2 


I know a gentleman, arrived to the 


| middle ſtate of life, who well knows, 


and practiſes this important leſſon, 
endowed with ſtrong natural powers, | 


but having the tune of a narroẽwẽ- 


education, he could not make thoſe 


powers ſhine forth with brilliancy; 
but, by dint of applying thoſe talents, 


and ſtudying to improve every hour 


of his life, and ever ſeeking the beſt 


companions, he is now a fit companion 


. for 
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for the wiſeſt of the preſent age; his 
ſons have received the poliſh of edu- 


cation, and will emerge into public 


life, and be, no doubt, an ornament to 
the ſucceeding generation. This is 
a laudable ambition; and I reckon 
it a greater honour to rank ſuch a man 
among my friends, than I would any 
wealthy ſimpleton, who boaſts his pur- 
ple badge, and can trace back his 


leniage as far as William the conque- 


ror, whoſe expenſive education has 


been loſt upon him; that pearl, that 


jewel of ineſtimable price, a good 


education, he has, perhaps, trampled 


under feet! 
LETTER. 


j 
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* To : : 1 * 
LETTER VIE 
y AMUSEMENTS. 
5 | | 
| oh, 1 SAID much to you, my dear Char- 
55 lotte, in a former letter, on the danger- 
1 ous vice of idleneſs; yet be ſure you 
n h 
7 never ruſh into the hazardous folly, of 


what is called killing time. 
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nder this head may be ranked all 
kinds of gaming, idle viſits, and the 
frequenting too much thoſe, public ; 


places of amuſement, which, if well 
directed, and properly made uſe. .of, 
may be made moſt deſirably recrea- 15 
tive; while, by the conſtant uſe, and 


continually fluttering in the dangerous 
ſcene, they become nauſeous and de- 5 
ſtructive. | 


For what were mental faculties 


r 
r 8 


given us, if not to amuſe, as well as 


inſtruct? But inſtruction is a path 
which, ſwectly winding, at length | 
| 


brings us to. happineſs. Amuſement 


has 
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haas but one aim—that alſo i is ; happi- 
neſs; but ſhe cannot attain it, and 
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ſhe oftener leaves diſtaſte on the mind 


than pleaſure, yet the mind muſt have 


relaxation. Let your pleaſures, then, 
j 1 25 


be elegant, and ſuch as may pleaſe on 


reflection. Let your viſits be to ſcenes 
of ſickneſs and poverty, relieve as 


as far as lies in your power, and the bleſ- 
tings of the poor and needy ,will be 
the ſweeteſt muſic to your ears, far 
eyond what can be afforded you by 
all the Squallini's of the Opera, yet | 


I do by no mean prohibit. theſe 


amuſements: No, if you are well 
verſed in muſic, there is not a more 


L 3 delightful 


bl 
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delightful entertainment than a good 
Opera, and which entertainment I 
with you to partake, as often as is 
compatible with the character of an 
accompliſhed young Lady, not wholly 


given up to pleaſure. 
The Theatre, and managed as it is 


world, with reſpect to outward decency 
and. regularity, is. certainly a School 
of wiſdom and Morality; yet there 


are pieces performed there, which do 


not ſet off the moral virtues in ſo 


bright a point of view as they ever 
ought to be regarded by young people ; 


5 for 


>. 


now, under the beſt regulations in the 


4d 


fn. 
| 


>. 


for inſtance, che School for Scandal, 
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though a molt excellent piece, yet 


rather ridicules ſentimental virtue, and 
applauds generoſity before juſtice; 
Which, though, perhaps to human 
light, the moſt beautiful virtue of the 
two, yet certainly will not be applaud- 
cd, if we do not firſt follow his ex- 
ample, who, though above all the 
kings and potentates of the earth, 
judged it right, and fully manifeſted 
it by his own conduct, to pay all law- 
ful tribute and taxation. 

The above refleCtions are, perhaps, 


rather wavering from the ſubject; yet, 
if 


rer Was ns Se et e's oe, 
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if from every thing, however trifling, 


I can gain from it a few hints, to en- 


force the importance of ſound mora- 
lity on your young mind, I ſhall be 


entirely regardleſs of the remarks, of 


any one, who may chuſ2 to cavil at 


my numerous digrefſions. 


- — 


This nation, arrived at the ſummit 


of taſte, elegance and erudition, teems 


with every ſource of amuſement adap- 


ted to all. Mechaniſm arrived at ſuch 
an height, that one would almoſt jma- 
gine human nature could never attain 
unto, is exemplified in a puplic exhi- 
bition, which for a morning's recrea- 


tions 


. 


* 
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tion, 3 you will find pleaſant and agree- 
able. The enchanting wonder-work- 


ing ſcience of painting ſhines with 
peculiar brilliancy in the hiſtoric ſchool 
of painting; and once in a year the 


Royal Academy gives us ample ſatis- 
faction, in diſplaying the ſkill of the 
vorious artiſts, and identifying to us, 


perhaps a few, among our numerous 


acquaintance, by the moſt maſterly 


and well imitated portraits. 


. T4 
For evening amuſements, Cencerts, 


the Theatre, Vauxhall, and Rane- 


lagh, all taſted in moderation, and 


without an inordinate defire after theſe 


places, 
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places, or any fullen ſorrow, when 
diſappointed of going to them, are all 


innocent 'recreations, and what every 


young Lady is at liberty to enjoy. 


Indeed, it is neceſſary that the mind 


| ſhould ſometimes be unbent by them; 


and where you keep a circle of elegant 
acquaintance, it 1s requiſite to know 


how to converſe on the ſubject of a 


new play, the ſucceſs of an author, 


and the reputation his piece is likely 


to have with the public. Mark here, 
how much the attention I have required 


of you is to be regarded; without it, 


you will be able to do nothing, for, 
S 9 the queſtion wed be put to 


you, 


_— 
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| you, of, « How did you like ſuch and 


ſuch paſſages? At the repreſentation 
of which, perhaps, you was flirting 
your fan, or with your Opera glaſs 
ſpying round the houſe, which actions 
there is always time enough for be- 


tween the acts. Your ſaying you do 


not recollect, will immediately ſet you 


down, in the opinion of every one, to 


- 


be very. ſuperficial in your accom- 


pliſhments; and that you only go to 
ſee a new play, becauſe it is the 


faſhion. _ 


That fickle goodneſs muſt be wor- 
ſhipped a little; but there ever will 
| BY”... 
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be, in every age, the wiſe and virtu- 
| pus, who, though, to comply with 
cuſtom,. and becauſe they would not 
be thought ſingular, who, though 
they pay the changeling | ſome out- | 
ward adoration, yet deſpiſe her in their 
hearts; and theſe will heartily depre- 
cate you, if they ſee you a mere 


faſhioniſt. 


Study rather the amiable character 
of ea rational, agreeable, woman. 


Let every hour be employed, but 


not one deſtroyed; ſo will you be 


like the profitable ſervant, improving 
thoſe talents your Lord and- Maſter 
has 


oa? 


| þ 
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has lent you, to reſtore them unto 


him ten-fold. 


I am, as ever, 


| My dear niece, ” 


| Your's affectionately. 


4 


* 
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be, in every age, the wiſe and virtu- 


ous, who, though, to comply with 
cuſtom, and becauſe they would not 


be thought ſingular, who, though 


they pay the changeling ſome out- 


ward adoration, yet deſpiſe her in their 
hearts; and theſe will heartily depre- 
cate you, if they ſee you a mere 


faſhioniſt. 


Study rather the amiable W 
of ca rational, agreeable, woman. 
Let every hour be employed, but 
not one deſtroyed; ſo will you be 


like the profitable ſervant, improving 
thoſe talents your Lord and Maſter 
has 
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has lent you, to reſtore them unto 


him ten-fold. 


I am, as ever, 


? 


W e 
7 7 


My dear niece, | 


Your's affectionately. 
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LETTER VIII. 


RELIGION, 


e 


As I intend this work, my dear 


Charlotte, as a companion for you, 


which you may take about with you 
without finding it an incumbrance, 
I conclude with this letter on the 
moſt important ſubject of all 
RELIG10N! 


My 
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My advice, you perceive, is not 
voluminous; but, I think, my dear 
niece, I have ſaid as much to you 
In theſe few pages, as I could have 


done in as many volumes. 


Without religion, all your attain- 
ments, all your high accompliſhments, 
are no better than chaff! They ſerve 
but to ſhew you, how weak, how help- 
leſs, a creature you are, without Al- 
mighty aid! And thus regarded, you 
may make them a truly great and 
valuable acquiſition. 


Look up to that Being who created 
Ws = you 
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you, with wonder, adoration, and gra- 


titude! Think of the ſacrifice of his 


only Son, and be not guilty of dei- 
cide, by cauſing, through any ſinful 
actions, his wounds to bleed afreſh! - 


Unhappily our church is divided 
into many ſectaries, idly diſputing 
about trivial matters, while they agree 
in the moſt ſacred points. They vainly 
argue about Free-will, Predeſtination, 
and Election, ſubjects about which, it 
1s more than probable, they will yet 


remain in the dark; for who is he 


that can ſay, I know more than 


another of theſe wonderful ordinations, 


— wh ich 


4 
1 
W 


* 


— 


f 
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2 
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which will ver be diſcovered « till 


« time ſhall be no more.” 


Do you, my dear Charlotte, adhere 
to that Religion of your forefathers, in  - 


which you have been inſtructed; it is 
the moſt pure, the moſt coincident, 
with the HoLY ScRIiPTURRs, and 


moſt adapted to reaſon and common 


ſenſe, to ſay no more of bo, 


But though you gratefully adore 
God for his bountiful Providence, in 
admitting you, through Baptiſm, of the 
Church of England, to walk in his 


ways, and to tread the paths of pure 


and undefiled Religion. Support not 
M 3 your 


. 
> 
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your religious opinions with enthuſiaſ- 


tic zeal. In this ſacred pirtue, eyen in, 


Religion as in every other, woman 
ſhould veil all her actions with humility, 
modeſty and diffidence; the ſhort-lived 
flame that burns with vehemence, ſoon 


deſtroys itſelf, The mild benevolence of 


the Proteſtant Church feels no fanata- * 


” eiſm. 


Charity is its leading principle, which 
noble flame will ever induce us to think 
ell of all Religions; there is ſomething 


virtuous in them all; howeyer dark or 


barbarous, they all teach mankind how 


helpleſs, how weak a being ne is, bereft 


of 


«1a. 
— 
N 


and ſighing will be done away.“ 


aſſigned you in this life, that the bleſ- 


ſed ſtate, I have mentioned above, 


late that great and glorious model of 


MENTAL IMPROVEMENT. 175 
of ſuperior guidance! And few, very 
few, nations there are under the ſun (I 


might be bold enough, I believe, to ſay 


there is not one) that has not ſome idea 
of a future ſtate, where the virtuous 


will be rewarded, and where & forrow 


And do you, my dear niece, ſo en- JI 


deavour to fulfil the important duties 


may be your lot. Emulate, as far as 


your frail nature will permit you, emu- 


erfeCtion, «© who went about doing 
p ) | 18 


\ 
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good, who, with melting pity and 


fervent charity, cheered the almoſt 
deſponding ſinner, who caſt the ſpoils 
of her late voluptuous days at his feet, | 


and comforted all ſuch, by aſſuring 
them, that their penitence cauſed joy 
among thoſe divine ſpirits, who dwell 


in the preſence of the Almighty. 


So, when the great and final day of 


retribution ſhall come, when all peo- 


ple ſhall be ſummoned before the : 


GREAT JUDGE, from every corner of 


the earth, you may ſtand before that 


Gop, who, while juftice holds the ba- 


in 


lence, permits mercy to turn the ſcale, 


f 


+ ” 


in humble confidence that; by your 


cc viſiting the fatherleſs and widows 1 in 


their affliction, and keeping yourſelf 


you may hear thoſe comfortable words 


pronounced to your ears: “ Come, ye 


bleſſed of my F ather, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the 


foundation of the world.“ 
Such is the ſincere prayer, 
My dear niece, | 


Of your very affectionate Aunt. 


1 
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